Pneumocystis jirovecii-induced chronic interstitial lung disease in Waldenström's macroglobulinemia.
Infections with Pneumocystis jirovecii can result in asymptomatic colonization or induce life threatening clinical symptoms. However, there appears to be a 'gray area' between colonization and severe pneumonia that remains underestimated so far. We describe a case with chronic interstitial lung disease and chronic cough that was attributed to P. jirovecii. The patient's history of chronic cough, although very likely being fostered by the underlying Waldenström's macroglobulinemia and interstitial lung disease, was most likely caused by P. jirovecii infection. This gives raise to the hypothesis that P. jirovecii infections do not necessarily induce life threatening pneumonia. Consequently, serial testing is required in eligible patients with positive PCR results in order to discriminate between colonization, 'gray zone' infection, and beginning pneumonia.